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Philadelphia,  April  15,  1908. 


PRESIDENT’S  BULLETIN  No.  i. 

To  THE  Members  of  the  Atlantic  Deeper  Waterways 
Associ-a.tion  : 

Gentlemen: — A'hen,  on  November  20th  last  ( 1907),  you 
elected  me  president  of  che  newly  organized  Atlantic  Deeper 
Waterways  Association,  in  an  impromptu  and  somewhat  reluc- 
tant acceptance,  I said : 

“In  accepting  this  commission  I realize  that  it  involves  the 
highest  personal  and  public  duties,  and  I accept  it  with  the 
understanding  that  every  one  of  the  delegates  here  shall  hear 
from  me  frequently  and  that  this  movement  shall  be  carried 
forward  energetically  until  all  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
Atlantic  Coast  from  Maine  to  Florida  are  brought  in  line  with 
it.  In  this  it  may  be  necessary  for  me  to  visit  every  State 
along  the  coast.  Gentlemen,  do  you  appreciate  the  amount  of 
work  that  will  be  required  of  me  as  your  executive  head  in 
soliciting  support,  stimulating  agitation  and  promoting  har- 
monious effort  in  behalf  of  this  great  movement  for  an  inland 
coast  waterway?  * * * I -want  you  gentlemen  from  Florida, 
Massachusetts,  North  Carolina.  New  York  and  other  States 
to  appreciate  the  fact,  that  we  will  accomplish  more  for  the 
general  good  of  the  country  as  we  come  to  know  better  the 
needs  of  the  localities  and  are  brought  to  work  more  directly 
in  unison  with  each  other." 

Immediatelv  after  the  Philadelphia  conference  the  impetus 
thereby  given  the  movement  manifested  itself  in  requests  for 
information  from  nearly  all  the  States  affected  by  the  proposed 
inland  waterway  chain.  The  first  step  of  importance  taken  by 
vour  officers  was  to  communicate  with  the  National  Rivers  and 
Harbors  Congress  which  convened  in  M’ashington  December 
4th,  5th  and  6th,  and  which  held  a series  of  sessions  of  extra- 
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orclinar)^  interest  to  all  advocates  of  an  improved  system  of 
developing  the  harbors  and  inland  waterways  of  the  country. 
In  that  National  Congress  the  representatives  of  the  Atlantic 
Association  were  treated  with  great  consideration,  and  so 
far  as  all  associate  bodies  were  concerned,  with  extreme  cor- 
diality. The  president  of  your  association  was  honored  with 
the  chairmanship  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  and  reported 
the  platform  of  the  national  body,  which  stood  for  uniform 
appropriations  for  river  and  harbor  work,  of  $50,000,000  a 
year.  In  connection  with  this  work  conferences  were  also  held 
with  the  President  of  the  ITnitcd  States,  with  other  leading 
officials,  and  with  the  members  of  the  Inland  Waterways  Com- 
mission. After  the  adjournment  of  the  National  Rivers  and 
Harbors  Congress  the  work  of  advancing  the  project  of  the 
Atlantic  Association  was  carried  into  a number  of  States,  in 
fact,  interest  had  been  so  stirred  amongst  the  Boards  of  Trade 
and  Chamhers  of  Commerce  that  it  was  impossible  to  comply 
with  all  the  requests  for  explanatory  addresses. 

In  Philadelphia  and  vicinity,  during  the  latter  part  of  Decem- 
ber, your  president  was  frequently  called  upon  to  present  the 
arguments  of  the  association.  Amongst  the  bodies  before  which 
he  appeared  was  the  National  Geographic  Society  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  After  the  holiday  season  requests  from  outside 
.sources  became  even  more  frequent.  A partial  list  of  addresses 
made  during  the  month  of  January  is  herewith  given  : 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  January  9,  1908; 
Fire  Association,  Union  League,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  January 
loth;  Waterways  Conference  (being  a meeting  of  Atlantic 
Coast  Congressmen),  Hotel  Raleigh,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Jan- 
uary 20th;  National  Board  of  Trade,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Jan- 
uary 22d ; Philadelphia  Geographical  Society,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  January  23d;  North  Side  Board  of  Trade,  the  Bronx, 
New  York,  January  28th;  Philadelphia  Drug  Exchange  and 
Hardware  Merchants’  and  Manufacturers’  Association,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  January  30th. 

In  February  fixed  engagements  to  discuss  Atlantic  Deeper 
Waterways  were  fulfilled  as  follows : Manufacturers’  Club  of 
Philadelphia,  February  ist;  Congressional  Committee,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  February  3d;  Board  of  Trade,  Atlantic  City, 
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N.  J.,  February  8th;  Commercial  Exchange,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
February  nth;  Fruit  and  Produce  Exchange,  Boston,  ]\lass., 
February  25th;  Philadelphia  Yacht  Club,  Essington,  Pa.,  h'eh- 
ruary  29th. 

During  the  month  of  March,  apart  from  minor  meetings, 
your  association  participated  in  a conference  with  the  United 
States  Engineers  concerning  the  construction  of  a bridge  over 
the  Delaware  River  below  Trenton,  and  on  March  17th  with 
a Congressional  Committee  conferred  with  Chairman  Burton 
of  the  Rivers  and  Flarbors  Committee.  During  the  same 
month  (March  23d)  your  president  addressed  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  (March  25th)  the  Board 
of  Trade  at  Worcester,  Mass.  Many  other  requests  from 
different  States  w'ere  necessarily  declined  for  want  of  oppor- 
tunity, but  during  the  three  months  mentioned  no  stone  was 
left  unturned  to  keep  the  public,  both  local  and  general,  advised 
as  to  the  merits  of  the  purposes  of  the  association. 

As  a result  of  these  labors  thirty-five  trade  organizations 
representing  nearly  all  the  cities  on  the  coast  joined  the  asso- 
ciation. 

On  March  28th,  after  many  conferences  with  Atlantic  Coast 
Congressmen,  and  with  the  sanction  of  the  distinguished  chair- 
man of  the  Rivers  and  Harbors  Committee,  IMr.  Burton,  your 
president,  introduced  in  Congress  a bill  representing  the  con- 
sensus of  opinion  of  our  Congressional  friends.  This  bill, 
which  had  also  been  submitted  to  the  Corps  of  Engineers, 
U.  S.  Army,  is  as  follows: 
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6oth  congress, 

1ST  Session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Con.  Res. 

No.  35- 


March  28,  1908. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rivers  and  Harbors 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Moore,  of  Pennsylvania,  submitted  the  following 
concetrre; NT  resolution  : 

1 Resolved  by  ike  House  of  Representatives  (the  Senate  con- 

2 curring),  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 

3 authorized  and  directed  to  cause  a survey  to  be  made  for  a 

4 continuous  waterway,  by  the  loute  or  routes  deemed  most  avaii- 

5 able,  from  Boston,  Massachusetts,  through  Cape  Cod,  thence  by 

6 Long  Island  Sound  and  the  approaches  to  New  York  City  to 

7 Raritan  Bay,  thence  across  the  State  of  New  Jersey  to  the  Del- 

8 aware  River,  thence  through  the  States  of  Delaware  and  Maryland 

9 to  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  thence  through  the  States  of  Virginia  and 

10  North  Carolina  to  Albemarle  and  Pamlico  sounds,  and  thence 

11  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean  at  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  with  a report 

12  of  plans  and  specifications  and  estimates  of  cost;  such  survey 

13  to  be  for  a minimum  depth  along  the  entire  route  of  sixteen  feet, 

14  and  of  such  depths  in  excess  thereof,  along  any  part  of  said 

15  waterway,  as  may  be  required  for  commercial,  naval,  or  military 

16  purposes;  such  survey  shall  include  a report  upon  the  desirability 

17  of  utilizing  as  a part  of  such  waterway  any  existing  public  or 

18  private  canal,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  the  probable  cost  of 

19  acquiring  the  same.  For  the  making  of  said  survey  the  sum  of 

20  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any 

21  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Thereafter,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Addison  B.  Burk,  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  association,  your  president  entered  upon  an 
inspection  of  the  inland  waterways  of  Florida  and  Georgia. 
This  inspection  was  intended  to  acquire  information  which 
might  justify  the  introduction  of  another  resolution  carrying 
the  Atlantic  Coast  Waterway  south  from  Beaufort. 

On  arrival  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  en  route  for  St.  Augustine, 
your  officers  were  met  by  a committee  of  the  Jacksonville  Board 
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of  Trade,  which  announced  arrangements  for  a meeting  of 
citizens  interested  in  the  project.  This  meeting  was  subse- 
quently addressed  by  J\Ir.  Burk  and  myself,  the  principal 
speech,  however,  being  delivered  by  Governor  Broward  of 
Florida,  who  had  come  over  from  Tallahassee  for  the  purpose. 
The  interest  of  the  business  men  of  Jacksonville  was  unmistak- 
able, and  their  desire  for  a continuation  of  the  survey  along  the 
coast  of  Florida  was  emphatic.  From  St.  Augustine,  under 
the  escort  of  Mr.  George  F.  Miles,  vice-president  and  manag- 
ing director  of  the  Florida  Coast  Line  and  Transportation 
Company,  your  officers  proceeded  in  a steam  launch  down  the 
Matanzas  River  into  the  canals  of  the  company.  Three  full 
days  were  occupied  in  this  inspection  of  points  between  St. 
Augustine  and  Miami. 

Briefly  described,  the  Florida  canals  along  the  east  coast  are 
sixty  feet  wide.  The  company  has  aimed  to  give  them  a 
uniform  depth  of  six  feet.  Advantage,  of  course,  is  taken  of 
the  natural  water  courses,  but  near  approaches  to  the  inlets 
have  generally  been  avoided.  The  entire  length  of  the  canals, 
including  the  natural  waterways,  is  326  miles.  The  plan  of  the 
company  is  to  connect  Jacksonville  with  Key  West,  and  the 
entire  way  is  open  with  the  exception  of  a 40-mile  stretch 
between  St.  Augustine  and  the  St.  John’s  River,  which,  when 
finished,  will  complete  the  connection  to  Jacksonville.  Work 
upon  this  40-mile  section  is  now  underway.  The  company  has 
been  conducting  active  operations  for  upwards  of  fifteen  years, 
and  claims  that  it  has  succeeded  beyond  expectations  in  main- 
taining the  depth  of  channel  originally  dredged.  It  now  main- 
tains dredges  to  remove  such  shoals  as  form  nearby  tbe  inlets. 

In  our  passage  through  the  canal  sections,  note  was  made 
of  vessels  of  light  draft,  some  of  them  from  the  North,  which 
were  taking  advantage  of  the  inland  passage.  It  was  also 
observed,  along  certain  portions  of  the  canals,  that  settlements 
had  arisen  and  that  farm  lands  were  being  cultivated  where 
swamps  and  forests  had  prevailed  before.  The  canals  were 
constructed  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $2,000,000  under  land 
grants  by  the  State  of  Florida,  some  of  which  grants  had  in 
turn  been  conceded  by  the  canal  company  to  the  Florida  East 
Coast  Railway  in  consideration  of  its  extending  its  lines.  At 
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Miami  the  work  being  done  by  Congress  to  provide  a direct 
inlet  from  the  sea  for  the  ocean  going  steamers  such  as  now 
sail  to  and  from  Nassau,  was  hurriedly  inspected.  Some  infor- 
mation was  also  gleaned  as  to  the  expectations  of  the  canal 
company  to  follow  up  the  railroad  extension  across  the  Florida 
Keys  to  the  southernmost  point  at  Key  West  inaugurating  a 
line  of  steamers  to  work  in  conjunction  with  the  canals. 

Keturning  from  the  Miami  district,  your  officers,  under  the 
escort  of  Mr.  Miles,  entffied  the  New  River  to  inspect  the 
canal  work  inaugurated  by  the  Governor  of  Florida  with  the 
view  of  draining  the  Everglades  and  making  available  for 
sugar  and  other  plantations  the  millions  of  acres  of  waste  soil 
now  surrounding  Fake  Okeechobee  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
State.  Although  this  drainage  problem  has  been  the  subject 
of  political  discussion  in  Florida,  your  officers  found  that  the 
work  of  reclamation,  by  draining  the  Everglades  into  the  New 
River,  had  proceeded  by  dredging  and  blasting  through  about 
seven  miles  of  limestone  rock,  draining  a vast  area  of  the 
Everglades,  much  of  whose  rich  soil  was  now  actually  employed 
in  the  successful  cultivation  of  tomatoes.  In  fact,  we  were 
informed  that  the  work  of  reclamation,  as  well  as  the  harness- 
ing of  the  waste  water,  had  already  assisted  materially  in 
increasing  the  early  output  of  both  tomatoes  and  potatoes.  It 
was  also  brought  to  our  attention  that  about  100,000  acres  of 
the  reclaimed  land  in  the  Everglades  was  about  to  be  sold  to 
responsible  Northern  confectioners  for  the  purposes  of  a sugar 
plantation. 

Ki'turning  from  Florida,  impressed  not  only  by  the  attrac- 
li(ins  of  the  inland  waterways  for  tourists  in  boats  and  launches 
of  light  draft,  but  by  the  agricidtural  possibilities  of  the  soil  and 
surroundings,  vour  officers  attended  an  enthusiastic  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  'J'rade  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  which  was  addressed 
amongst  others  bv  Hon.  Emory  A.  Speer,  Congressman 
John  H.  vBmall,  of  North  C'arolina ; Hon.  Oscar  S.  Straus, 
Secretar\  of  the  l)e])artment  of  Commerce  and  Labor,  and 
lion.  Hoke  vSmith,  Governor  of  Georgia.  The  attention  given 
to  waterways  addresses  was  most  gratifying. 

( )n  the  day  after  the  Savannah  meeting,  accompanied  by  our 
Georgia  vice-president.  Col.  Pleasant  A.  Stovall,  an  inspection 
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of  the  Savannah  River  and  its  tributaries  was  made  under  the 
guidance  of  Col.  Kingman,  U.  S.  A.,  the  division  engineer. 
Inquiries  developed  the  satisfactory  information  that  the  inland 
waterway  below  Beaufort  might  be  resumed  at  Georgetown, 
S.  C.,  and  followed  by  vessels  drawing  eight  or  nine  feet,  all 
the  wav  through  the  States  of  Georgia  and  Florida  to  the  St. 
John’s  River.  In  other  words,  it  is  now  possible,  through 
existing  waterways  south  of  Beaufort  to  float  a light-draft 
vessel  from  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  all  the  way  down  to  Key  West 
inland,  with  the  exception  of  the  40-mile  section  now  being 
cut  through  from  St.  Augustine  to  Jacksonville. 


This  first  general  circular  of  information  is  sent  out  pending 
a determination  of  the  proposition  to  extend  the  survey  from 
Beaufort  to  Key  West,  which  means  virtually  an  extension 
of  the  inland  route  all  the  way  from  Boston  to  the  extreme 
southernmost  point  in  Florida.  Doubtless  in  a short  while  this 
proposition  will  be  put  in  such  shape  as  to  enable  your  rep- 
resentatives to  carry  the  entire  project  up  to  Congress.  Mean- 
while, it  is  proper  to  announce  that  members  of  Congress  are 
being  interested  in  the  project  and  that  it  will  do  no  harm  for 
those  who  believe  in  the  commercial  and  industrial  advantages 
of  waterways,  or  who  regard  them  as  regulators  of  freight 
rates,  to  keep  in  touch  with  their  members  of  Congress  upon 
the  subject. 

The  object  of  the  Atlantic  Deeper  Waterways  Association 
is  to  collect  information  bearing  upon  the  question  of  the 
importance  of  construction  of  waterways  along  the  Atlantic 
coast  and  to  secure  from  Congress  the  necessary  appropriations 
for  such  improvements  and  construction.  This  work  must  be 
supported  by  members  of  the  association  and  others  who  are 
interested.  From  time  to  time  additional  bulletins  telling  of 
the  work  of  the  association  will  be  issued.  Meanwhile  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  another  general  conference  will 
be  held  in  Baltimore  in  November  next,  and  that  if  possible 
a larger  and  more  enthusiastic  representation  of  trade  and 
commercial  bodies  than  appeared  at  Philadelphia  in  November 


last  should  be  in  attendance.  Yon  might,  therefore,  begin  to 
consider  the  matter  of  electing  delegates. 

In  yonr  discussion  of  the  future  commercial  prospects  bear 
well  in  mind  the  importance  of  the  deeper  waterways  of  the 
country,  and  particularly  along  the  Atlantic  coast.  R would 
help,  if  your  Congressmen  were  kept  informed  of  your  views 
on  the  subject. 

In  making  vour  plans  for  the  future,  do  not  overlook  the 
zvatcrways  conference  to  be  held  in  Baltimore  next  November. 
Of  this  you  will  be  more  fully  advised  in  a subsequent  bulletin. 

If  this  rvork  meets  with  your  approval,  give  it  your  attention. 

If  you  want  information,  communicate  with  the  secretary. 


Very  respectfully. 


“WE  MET  BY  CHANCE^ 

Photo  by  A.  B.  Burk 
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GENERAL  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Rresiilent 

J.  HAMPTON  MOORE Pennsylvania 

Vice-President  s 

WINFIELD  S.  PENDLETON Maine 

LOTED  E.  CHAMBERLAIN Massachusetts 

JAMES  H.  HIGGINS Rhode  Island 

ROLAND  S.  WOODRUFF Connecticut 

ARTHUR  KNOX New  York 

WILBUR  F.  SADLER New  Jersey 

CHARLES  HBBER  CLARK Pennsylvania 

HIRAM  R.  BURTON DelaAvare 

REUBEN  FOSTER Maryland 

HARVEY  M.  DICKSON Virginia 

W.  P.  HUBBARD W.  Virginia 

J.  H.  LeROY N.  Carolina 

R.  G.  RHETT S.  Carolina 

PI.EASANT  A.  STOVALL Georgia 

GEORGE  P.  MILES Florida 

Delegates 

A.  Y.  DAVISON Massachusetts 

JOHN  M.  PETERS New  York 

M.  B.  RILEY New  Jersey 

EDWARD  F.  HENSON Pennsylvania 

R.  J.  MACLEAN Delaware 

DAVID  H.  CARROLL Maryland 

J.  R.  HALL Virginia 

GEORGE  L.  MORTON N.  Carolina 

E.  B.  TAYLOR S.  Carolina 

CHARLES  M.  COOPER Florida 

Seeretary-Treiisiirer 

ADDISON  B.  BURK Pennsylvania 


C^“Remember  the  Baltimore  Convention,  November,  1908 
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